
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. e1-092

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

MARIN COUNTY OFFICE OF EDUCATION
WALKER CREEK RANCH
MARIN COUNTY

The Califomia Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region (the
Board), finds that:

1. The Marin County Office of Education (the discharger) submitted a report of
waste discharge and supporting technical information to the Board on May 21,
1986. The report concemed the treatment and disposal of wastewater generated
at Walker Creek Ranch, in Marin County. Waste Discharge Requirements were
issued on July 16,1986.

2. Walker Creek Ranch is located at 4300 Marshall-Petaluma Road in westem
Marin County (see Attachment A). It is about 8 miles north of Point Reyes
Station and about 8 miles southeast of Tomales. Walker Creek flows through
the ranch about 11 miles upstream of Tomales Bay. The wastewater facilities
are located adjacent to Walker Creek, a water of the State.

3. The 1740-ace ranch is owned by the discharger. The facility is an educational
center which has day use facilities as well as over-night accommodations. The
intended level of activity of the facility is 100 to 220 residents and 0 to 230 day
users, depending on the time of year. Most of these activities occur at a portion
of the ranch known as Walker 1 (see Attachment A).

4. The proposed level of use would generate about L1,700 gallons per day (gpd) of
domesdc sewage (annual average). Flows worlld be slightly lower during
summer months and slightly higher during the academic year. The wastewater
treatment plant is pre-existing package wastewater treatment plant which has
recently been renovated and has a design capacity of 20,000 gpd. No
wastewater is discharged to surface waters. The package plant provides
secondary treabnent using the activated sludge process.

Chlorinated effluent is piped about 1 mile to a 3.2 million gallon storage
pond adjacent to a7 acre pasfure where the reclaimed effluent is spray
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irrigated (see Attachment A). Reclamation occuF during a five-month
p.riodr May through September. The reclamation enea 6€rves as a

pastrue for non-milking animals.

The Board adopted a revis€d water Quality control.Plan for the san Francisco Bay

Basin on peceu,bei iZ,tg6. The Baiin Plin prohibie the discharge of wastewater

with partiarlar constituents of conc€m to benlficial uses, into non-tidal waters, such as

walklr creeL, .t d to Tomales Bay. The Basin Plan also reguiSs t\at gxilting
groundwat.t q""tity be maintait ld .ttl.tt otherwise provided by the State Board'

The beneficial uses of Walker Creek and Tomales Bay are:

Cold and wann freshwater habitat (creek only)
Wildlife habitat
Preservation of rarc and endangered species

Fish migration and sPawning
Water contact and non<ontact rccreation
Commercial fishing, induding ehelffish harveeting
(fomales Bay onlY)
Marine habitat (Tomaleo Bay only)

The discharger ic ou'rcntly subject to waste discharge rcquirements contained in Order

No. 8650, adopted by the Board on July l6,l9E6.

The Departrrent of Health Servicee has published regulations to establish acceptable

levels of corutituents in reclaimed water'and to pre*be means for assuring reliability

i" tf," production of reclaimed water in order to assure that the use of redaimed water

iot rf.iifiud purpoees doel lot ltPgs€ undue risla to.public healtlr' The regulations

are contained in Title 22 of the Qelifs6il Administrative Code and forrr the basis for

these requirements.

Adoption of revised waste discharge t giTP:"ts is erempl f-1" the To$siors 
of the

califomia Environrrentat Quality-ect euuuc Rercurces code, section 2100 et scq')

fu"suant to Section 13389 of the-Cdifomia Water Code'

The discharger and interested PeTons have been notified of the Board's intent to rwise

;q;;;;6 ior thr ;;rd"g d'charge and have been provided with the opportunity

to submit their written comrnents.

The Board heard and considered all comrnents Pertaining to the diecharge'

lT IS HEREBY ORDERED, pursuant to the provisiors of Dvision 7 of the califomia water

CoJ. and regulations aaopied thereunder, that the discharger shall comply with the

following:

o
o
o
o
o
o

o

7.

10.

11.



a

A Prohibitions

1. Overflow from the storage pond is prohibited. There shall be no waste
dixharge to waters of the State from the wastewater collection, treahent, or
disposal facilities

Z Flow to the wastewater treatment plant shall not exceed 15,000 gpd
(monthly average).

3. The discharge of waste other than domestic wastewater is prohibited.

B. Reclaimed Water Use Reshictions

1. No redained water shall be applied to the disposal area during the wet
weather season (November 15 through April 15). Reclaimed water may be
applied during the remainder of the year, except when the ground is saturated
or druing periods of rainfall.

Z No waste shall be allowed to escape from the discharger/e property into waters
of the State via surface flow, airbome spray, or resurfacing after percolation

3. Redaimed water shall not be iniected into any fixed irrigation eystem connected
to a domestic water supply.

4- Use of reclaimed water on areas not shown on the map which is atached to
this order (Attachment A) is prohibited without written authorization from the
Executive Officer.

5. Waste ohall not be applied within 25 feet of any ephemeral rtream or within 100

feet of any other stream, pond (exduding wastewater storage pond), well, or
housing.

6. Persoru shall be effectively exduded fron the arcas wherc redaimed water is
epplied.

C. Redaimed Water Oualitv Specificatioru

l. The wastewater as discharged from the tneatrrent and storage facilities to the
spray inigation area shall meet the following quality limits at ell times:

Sday tsOD 20 C 40 mgrl montNy average

Dissolved oxygen 1.0 ml minimum

Dissolved sulfide 0.1 mg/l maximum
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PH

Coliforrr organisms

Not less than 6.0 nor treater
than 9.0

Median MPN shall not exceed
Z0 ortanisms per 100 ml at
some point in the treatrnent
system (median value to be
obtained from last 7 samples)

D.

L The discharger shall discondnue use of rcclaimed water during any period in
which there is reason to believe that the limits specified in C.l are not being
met

Provisions

1. This order supercedes Order 8650, which is hereby rescinded.

Z The dirharger shall comply with all sectioru of this order imrnediately upon
adoption

3. The treahrent storage, or disposal of waste shall not create a nuisance, as
defined in Section 13050(m) of the Cdifomia Water Code.

4. The disposal of waste shall not carse degradation of groundwater suitable for
domestic water supply or cause an increase in any quatity parameter that would
render groundwater unsuitable for irrigation use.

5. A ninimum freeboand of two feet shall be maintained in the evaporation ponds
at all times

6. Mlking animals shall be excluded from the wastewater disposal area. Sufficient
time should be provided between application of redaimed water and grazing
by non-milking animals to allow the wastewater disposal area to dry
thorougNy.

7. The wastewater disposal arca and any equipment used to
transport wastewater shall be clearly identified with waming
signs to inform the public that wastewater k present

Fail-safe treatnrent shall be provided, including backup power facilities as
needed, to assure continuous compliance with these requirements.

Wastewater ponding which could provide a breeding arca for mosquitos shall
be prevented.
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10.

11.

1L

13.

14.

15.

16.

77.

Sludges and other colids removed from liquid wastes ohall be d]spo5d of at_a

legal point of dispooal. For the PurPoses of this rcquirement, a legal point of
diipolal is defined as one for which waste discharge requirements have been
prercribed by a Regional Board and which is in full compliance therewit]u

The discharger ghall employ a treatrnent plant operator with at least a Grade II
certificationlo eupervise operation of the wastewater treatment plant,_or 

-
demonstrate to ttre Executive Officei's satisfaction that an equivalent level of
supervision is being maintained.

If someone other than the discharger is responsible for the schedule for
applying rcclaimed water, then the discharger shall infonn that person or
plis6ns of these requir€ments, in a written agteement or other suitable manner.

In reviewing compliance with requirements Al and D.5, the Board will take

special notJof tha difficulties which may be encountered in achieving
c-ompliance during entire wet seasons ha"ing a rainfall tecturence frequency
greater than once in ten years.

In accordancc with Section 13257(cl of the Califomia Water Code, the
discharger shall pernrit the Board or its authorized representative:

a. Entry upon prrmises in which an effluent rcurce is located or in which
any required records are kepb

b. Access to copy any rccords required to be kept under terrrs and
conditions of this order;

c lrspection of monitoring equipment or rcc-ords; and

d. Sampling of any discharge.

The discharger shall comply with the seU-monitoti^g Prygt"m as adopted by
this Board and as may be amended by the Executive Officer.

The discharger shall file with the Board a report of waste discharge at least 120

days before?raking any material change in the character,location, or volume of

the discharge.

This Board will review this Order periodically and uray rcvise the requirements
when nec€3sary.



[, Steven R. Ritchie, Executive Officer, do hereby certify the foregoing is a full, true,
and correct copy of an Order adopted by the Califomia Regional Water Qualif
Conhol Board, San Francisco Bay Region, on June 19,1991.

Attachments:
A. Map
B. Self-Monitoring Program

Steven R. Ritchid
Executive Officer



ATIACHMENT A: lAP (pege I of Z)

I{a stenater
Reclamatlon
Aree

#,N\X

fn""n

SONOtTIA

,J

lfa lker
Creek
Ranch

Tornalcs
Bay

Effluent
Plpellne lfastewater

Treatment
Plant

tlalker I
ft,.r,TR\

{r*',
ffi

W,J;#

.: 
:l.lN

i'.,2.r.2 Red
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CALIFORNTA REGIONAL WATER QUAIITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

SELF-MONITORING PROGRAM
FOR

Marin CounV Office of Education Walker Creek Ranch Marin
Countv

ORDER NO. 91-092
CONSISTS OF

PART A
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CALIFORNT.A REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CON]ROL BOARD
SAN FRAI{CISCO BAY REGION

PART A

GENERAL

Reporting responsibilities of waste dischargers are specified in Sections 13225(a),
132670), 13268, 13383, and 13387(b) of the Califomia Water Code and this
Regional Board's Resolution No. 7$16. The principal purposes of a self-
monitoring progmm arc:

A To document compliance with waste discharge requirements and
prohibitions established by this Regional Board; and

To facilitate seU-policing by the waste discharger in the prevention and
abatement of pollution arising from waste discharge.

DESCRIPNON OF SAT4PLING ANID OBSERVATION

A Treatment Plant Inlluent
D"ily, determine sverage flow in galloru per day (gpd). Calculate
monthly average (also in gpd).

B. Treabnent Plant Effluent

Two times per month, sample heatment plant effluent for the following:

BoD (mgA)

Total Coliforur Organisnr.s (MPN per t(X) ml)

Note: Resample for total coliform within t0 days if a sanple
exceeds 240 MPMOO ml

Storage Pond

Molthly, sample wastewater at any point one foot below the pond
surface for the following:

Temperatrre

c.

:rttlli;iriil,\:liara1.i ,s,,",*f*q&. 
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o

o

PH

Dssolved oxygen concentration (mg/t)

Dissolved sulfides (m$1, if DO concentration is below LA mgl

ltreefJl, perform standard observatioru along the perimeter of the pond
for the following:

Freeboard (vertical distance from dike crest to water surface)

Evidence of leaching liquid from the pond and estimated size of
affected area (include sketch)

Odor (if evident, note souroe and arca affected)

Wastewater Disposal Area

Daily druing the reclamation period, deterrrine volume of wastewater
discharged to the wastewater disposal site (gpd). calctrlate monthly
average (also in gpd).

Weekly {*ilg the-redamation period, perform the folowing
obseryatiors in and around the perimeier of the wastewaterlisposal
site:

Evidence of nrnoff from site (if evident, use sketch map to show
location and area affected)

Evidence of erosion caused by wastewater disposal

Odor (if evident, note area affected)

D.

o

III. REPORTS TO BE FILED WITH TFIE BOARD

A Violations of Requiremenb

In the event the discharger is unable to comply with the conditions of
the waste discharge rcquirements due to:

(1) maintenance worlq-power failtrres, or breakdown of waste
tneatnent equipmen$ or

(2) bypassing of untneated or partially treated wastewater, or



(3) accidents caused by hurnan eror or negligence; or

(4) other causes such as acts of naturc;

the discharger shall notify the Board of{ce by-telephone (411454-155) as soon

as he or his"agents have krowledge of the incident and shall confirsr this

notification iriwriting within trpo-weela of the telephone. notification The

*ritt"tt report shall iiclude pertinent information eiplaining reasonsfor th1,

""".o*pfiance 
and shall indicate what steps were taken to prevent the problem

from recurring.

Self-MonitorinS RePorts

Written reports shall be filed regularly for each cdendar quarte-r a1d submi-tted

by the fifteenth day of the folloiring-month (i.e. April 15, July 15, October 15,

and January 15).

The reports shall indude:

1. Letter of Transmittal

A letter transmitting seu-monitorinS rtports shall- accompany each- 
.

report Such a lettJr shall include i diJcussion of rcqgem:1t violations

foirna druing the past quarter and actioru taken or plaruredjgt . ..
correcting vi6laUois, r*h 

"r 
plant oleration modificatioru. The letter

transmitdng monitoring reports shallbe signed by I responsible offi;ial'
The letter slrail contain-a siatement by the official that to the best of the

signer/s knowledge the report is tme and correct

Data

All results observed or analyzed in ecction II, induding dates and times

of sampling and observations'

Map

A map shall accompany the r€port, showing the location of the

treatnent plant, storagl pond, wastewater disposal alea, and

sampling/observation Points

I, Steven R Ritchie, Execgtive Officer, hereby certify that the foregoing Self-Monitoring
Program:

l. Has been developed in accordance with the procedure set forth in this Regional

Board's Resolution 7L16 in order to obtain dlta and document compliance with
wasre discharge rcquirements established in Regional Board Order No. 9G080.
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?- Is effective on the date shown below.

May be reviewed at any time subsequent to the effective date upon yitten
notice from the Executive Officer or request from the discharger, and revisions

n R Ritchie
Executive Officer

Effective ou" |ftft/
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